Feeling Royal...

I hopped on a bus to visit the Paleis Het Loo, former royal summer residence and now a magnificent museum celebrating
the history of the Dutch royal family, the House of Oranje-Nassau from William III in 1685 down to by Queen
Wilhelmina who lived there until 1962. Here you can lose yourself amongst the royal bedchambers, the lavish dining
room from 1686, the paintings and porcelain, furnishings and immense gardens. Lots of fascinating details such as that in
the 1600°s, a separate dining area and even a table for dining was something new as people generally ate everywhere. A
table was only brought in if the Stadtholder announced his intention of dining and then commoners were allowed to watch
the King to see how he took his meals. The wealth of decoration here reminds you that in the 16" century, Holland was a
global power, the Dutch East India Company the greatest trading company in the greatest trading nation on earth, and
Amsterdam the world’s financial centre.

Another charming spot was Gouda- home of the cheese. It also has the country’s largest candle factory. Our approach was
via rather a dramatic lock into a floating museum of traditional old wooden and steel barges. We managed to hit it on
market day- centred around the massive Gothic 15" century Town Hall. The town is a maze of small canal streets, very
atmospheric.It’s impossible to get away without buying a cheese or two, the flavors of mustard, stinging nettles, paprika,
cumin and garlic, a world away from the bland supermarket Gouda.




So where’s the party?
I’ve been ready for ages!.

On 05 June, we were lucky enough to be invited to join Jytte & Ole and a large group of their friends to
celebrate Ole’s 70" birthday weekend in Bogense, a place dear to his heart. It was an amazing weekend
of celebration, both relaxing and stylish, with a guided tour of the town, lavish dinner - with
entertainment by a kilted, bagpipe-playing stand-up comic, a rather well-known duo, a live band
throughout the evening’s dinner, followed the day after by a cruise on the fjord and a buffet lunch at the
town’s oldest hotel with an excellent and thought-provoking speaker. A very big thank you again. It was
a celebration fit for royalty! We will never forget it.



