Levitha
& Schinoussa

In the late afternoon, the hike up to the remarkable Chosoviotissa
' Monastery, plastered into the cliff , 260 m. above the azure blue
' Aegean was even more memorable than our first visit.

Only 3 monks remain out of 60 but they serve loukoumi
(Turkish delight), water and their own liqueur in the highly
atmospheric room filled with stern portraits of the former
patriarchs. From 1088, it is 8 stories high but only 5 metres
wide. The icon is said to perform miracles. Women must not
wear trousers and be covered up. . Bit of a shock for all the
Italian babes who hiked up in teensy and barely- covered bikinis.

Levitha is a tiny, protected islet , windswept and
rough, an anchorplace en route to Amorgos with
a large sheep population and an amazingly good
and busy farm taverna with excellent grilled
mackerel and roast goat!

As we came around the point into the tiny, turquoise bay of
Mersini on Schinoussa in the Little Cyclades islands, we were
somewhat surprised to find a mega-yacht. This remote spot has
apparently become the playground of millionaires...presumiably
because they can go unnoticed here at their own luxury taverna.
A lovely clear bay for swimming. I managed not to go unnoticed
as I slipped and ended up hanging bottom up between quay and
dinghy and had to be rescued by our handsome Italian
neighbours. Yes, I do these sort of things just to see if anyone’s
awake....and to keep them amused.



