Nissyros - the Volcano

The volcano started as a mountain of 850 m.
The centre collapsed 30-40.000 years ago
after 3 violent eruptions. There are 5 craters-
the one we visited and the largest is Stefanos.
It is 260 m. in diameter and 30 m. deep.
The last eruption was

around 110 years ago. Vulcanologists
reckon the next one from one of the small

craters could be in approx. 70 years...or
77

This what we came for and hoped it would be worth it...it was much more than we had hoped
for. The surface is soft and hot...like a huge cauldron bubbling away under you. There are
multi-coloured fumiroles where you can listen to the bubbling of boiling water just inches
below the surface and smell the sulphur fumes. Steam hisses out of many crevasses. It is both
beautiful and awe-inspiring to feel the forces of nature so close at hand. We had the whole
crater to ourselves for most of the time.




The truly amazing thing, of course, is that
they allow you to wander down there alone
(only in Greece!). The guide at the entrance
just tells you to watch where you walk as
you could get badly burned from the steam
or possibly disappear down a hole...(Yes,
right, I'll remember that...)

Exciting but a little nerve-wracking...



